SW SUMMER ‘OBJECTIVE VIEW’ COMPETITION 2018
Brief:
Objective View. Write a story narrated by an inanimate object.
It must illustrate a human moral, either for or against.
The narrator-object should have a distinct, appropriate personality.
The narrator must not have any connection with computing, IT, AI, robotics, cyborgs
or synths. That would be too easily anthropomorphic.

Word Count:
3,000 – 5,000 words.

Judge:
Richard Palmer – A Plastic Cup Bio:
Richard Palmer is a retired English teacher and ex-member of Slough Writers. He
spends his time looking after his young family and writing occasional poems, some of
which have been published. He is a founder member of Temys Poets and is currently
trying to learn Ancient Greek. He is looking forward to judging a competition for the
first time despite these unassuming credentials.

Judge’s Notes:
I am a sucker for the retelling of almost any Greek myth. I love the short stories of R
K Narayan. But I am also a fan of DH Lawrence. The whole gamut from laconic to
luxuriant. Any style will do. Just give me style. Just remember that you are handling
words not bricks when creating a story. Think of them as the horses of Helios
drawing the chariot of your genius through the sky or sharks circling the corpse of a
whale on the sea floor. Dazzle me or bring me down. Be mountain or molehill. I want
to experience the ride.

Deadline
Monday 3rd September 2018. This will be by electronic submissions only.

Results:
Monday 5th November 2018.

Rules:
Open to members only.
One entry per member.
Write on only one side of A4 paper.
Manuscripts must be typed and lines must be single spaced.
Title of story and page number to appear on each page.
No author’s name to appear anywhere on the manuscript.

Submission Rules:
E-mail your monologue as a word .doc attachment to Terry (e-mail address available
on request)
Your file should have the same name as the title of your manuscript prefixed by
SWSUM18. (e.g. ‘SWSUM18 – ‘Saucepan Secrets’).

Once all the entries are in, they will be sent electronically to Richard. You will receive
an e-mail from Terry confirming when your entry has been received by Richard.
For this competition, work may be discussed amongst members, but is entirely up to
the individual and done on a mutual basis between writer and reader. Members
should not discuss any other entries without the permission of the author to respect
the privacy of those who wish to keep their work to themselves.
Failure to comply with any of the rules will result in your work being withdrawn from
the competition. Good Luck!

